26 July 2023
Agenda Item 15

Amendment to Motion 1

Original Motion submitted by Councillor J Kent

“Council resolves to write to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities calling for an independent inquiry into the financial collapse of Thurrock
Council - along with similar collapses in Woking, Croydon, Slough and
Northamptonshire. The inquiry should look at, amongst other things - the impact of
austerity on council budgets, the impact of scrapping of independent oversight
bodies such as the Audit Commission, the impact of government encouragement of
councils to pursue a commercialisation agenda, the role of councils' external
auditors, the role of council Monitoring Officers, Section 151 Officers and Chief
Executives, and the apparent absence of central government oversight of local
government.”

Proposed Amendment submitted by Councillor Jefferies

“Council welcomes the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
investigation into the financial collapse of Thurrock Council - along with similar collapses in
Woking, Croydon, Slough and Northamptonshire. The inquiry should look at, amongst other
things - the impact of austerity on council budgets, the impact of scrapping of independent
oversight bodies such as the Audit Commission, the impact of government encouragement
of councils to pursue a commercialisation agenda, the role of councils' external auditors, the
role of council Monitoring Officers, Section 151 Officers and Chief Executives, and the
apparent absence of central government oversight of local government.”



